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V. An Account of a new Species of the
Manis, or Scaly Lizard, extraéted from
the German Relations of the Danifh Royal
Mi/fionaries in the Eaft Indies, of the
Year 1765, publifbed at Hall, in Saxony,
by Dr. Hampe, F. R. §

Read Feb. 6, ¢ CTOBER the 15th, yefter eve-
77%  « ning a rarc and remarkable ani-

¢« mal was in the city of Tranckebar difcovered in
¢ the wall of an oil merchant’s houfe, and with
¢ difficulty killed. The Mallabars call it Alungu.
« It fomewhat refembles a large lizard, except the
 head and tail, which are alike as to fhape, being
* both pointed, the former not unlike a mole’s.
« The whole length is a German ell and five eighths
¢ long, and its breadth half an ell. The tail is
* half an ell long, and its broadeft part a {fpan wide.
¢ The fore feet are a quarter of an ell long, the hind
* ones a little longer. The fnout is an eighth of an
¢ ell long, and the extremity of it a thumb in thick-
¢ nefs, The whole body, excepting under the belly
* (where it is fmooth for about the length and
s« breadth of a man’s hand), and under the feet, is
s¢ covered with hard, ftrong, {harp, and bright fcales,
s¢ fhaped like a mufcle-fhell, the largeft of which
s are of the length and breadth of three fingers.
« Under
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MANLS manibies pentadacty lis, plantes tetradactyles.

A2 YD T (B, ALVNGV. BALVNGY, shews thedAnimal rollit.
C.2r the Snoue. D. The Point of the Tol.
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¢ Under its fcale come out two or three hairs like
« hog’s briftles. On its fore-claws are five ftrong
¢ long nails, on the hind-claws but four. When pur-
< fued, it rolls itfelf fo together, that nothing but the
¢ back and tail are to be feen. It could not be
« killed, though ftruck with wooden poles armed
¢ with iron, with which rice is ftamped ; but the
“ blows on the fcales brought forth fparks of fire
¢ from theiron. It was at laft killed by a ftroke
¢« under the belly with an iron hook. What is re-
¢ markable of this little animal is, that it is able to
« kill an elephant, by twifting itfelf about that
¢ large animal’s trunk, and fqueezing it with its
‘¢ body and tail (on the fides of which are rows of
¢ pointed fcales) fo long, that it kills the elephant.
“ This animal is feldom feen, except in large
¢ valleys.” '

Thus far the account from the reverend miffionary
Dame, who has likewife given us the prefent figure
Tas. IL.; the animal, from which it is taken, is di-
finguithed by the number of the toes, from the
hitherto known fpecies: of thefe there are two, one of
them covered with hair, the other with fcales,. The
firft is called by Linnzus Myrmecophaga, and the
other Manis. Linnzus, in his s2th edition of the Syf-
tem of Nature, has but two forts of the latter {pecies ;
the firft has five toes (Manis pentadaétyla} the other
four (Manis tetradactyla) on both hind and fore
feet. Between thefe two forts, the prefent Alungu is
to be placed, having from the firft the fore-feet and
from the latter the hind-feet. This animal belongs.
therefore to the family of ant-eaters, which have no
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teeth, but have a long and round tongue, with
which they catch the ants.

Whether the tail of this animal is eaten, as ai-

ferted of the other, Mr. Dame has ‘not been able
to find out.

H: Hampe.
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